The Causes of the World War

German and Austrian Witnesses to the Pacific Spirit

of France

There are also German and Austrian statements as to
the state of mind of those in control of French policy
and of French public opinion as a whole, which are
valuable from their very origin. The German shipowner
Ballin (a personal friend of the Kaiser's) declared on his
return from a visit to England on July 2yth that the
French Government was so anxious that its embassy in
London was "singing quite small" and wanted to avoid
war at any price,(ii)

On July 28th the Austrian ambassador in Paris in-
formed the Ballplatz that "nobody (in France) really
wants war"; that everybody regards the prospect of it
with "resignation," that "the Government and its
(Parliamentary) majority will certainly not go so far as
war"; and that there is general "disappointment that
Serbia's conciliatory spirit, which has been carried to
the very limit and is quite prepared for a considerable
humiliation, has failed to attain its object"; more especially
"because they (the French) consider it a triumph to have
been able to persuade Serbia to go so far,"(i2)

On July 29th the German ambassador to France,
Herr von Schoen, clearly stated that: "Viviani refuses to
give up hope of the maintenance of peace, which every-
body here sincerely desires."(i3) This was the very day
upon which the French President and the Premier
returned to Paris. On the next day, the Austrian ambas-
sador still found Viviani "pacific and conciliatory,"(14)
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